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in 1920. He was author of The Peace
Negotiations (1921) and The Big Four and
others of the Peace Conference (1921).

LAN-SON, Gustaye, la-sd (1857-1934), French
critic and historian, born at Orleans, became
professor of French Literature at the JSor-
bonne in 1900, and director of the Ecole
normale superieure 1919-27. Among his
scholarly works are a standard history of
French literature (1894), Manuel biblio-
graphique de la litterature francaise moderne
(1913), and critical studies of French authors
and their works, including Voltaire, Corneille
and Lamartine.

LANSTON, Tolbert (1844-1913), American
inventor, born in Troy, Ohio, patented his
Monotype, ' a type-forming and composing
machine*, in 1887. It was first used com-
mercially in 1897 and revolutionized printing
processes.

LANZI, Luigi, laritzee (1732-1810), Italian
antiquary, held Etruscan to be akin with
Latin, Oscan, Umbrian and Greek. His
History of Painting in Italy (1792-1806) was
translated by Roscoe (1828). See Life by
Cappi (1840).

LAO-TSZE (4 Old Philosopher *) (c. 604 B.C.-
?), is said to have been the founder of Taoism,
which shares the allegiance of the Chinese
with Confucianism and Buddhism. He was
for some time a curator of the royal library
at Loh in Ho-nan. The date of his death is
unknown. The treatise called the Tdo Teh
King is our sole record of his teaching of the
way in which things came at first into being,
and in which the phenomena of nature go on
quietly without striving. The secret of good
government is to let men alone. Taoism
as a religion is dated much later.

LA PEROUSE, Jeae Francois de Galaup,
Comte de, pay-rooz (1741-88), French
navigator, born at Guo near Albi, distin-
guished himself in the naval war against
Britain (1778-83), by destroying the forts
of the Hudson's Bay Company. In 1785, in
command of an expedition of discovery, he
visited the north-west coast of America,
explored the north-eastern coasts of Asia,
and sailed through La Perouse Strait between
Sakhalin and Yezo. In 1788 he sailed from
Botany Bay, and his two ships were wrecked
north of the New Hebrides. Part of his
journals had been sent home and was pub-
lished as Voyage autour du monde (1797).
See Life by Marcel (1888).

LAPLACE, Pierre Simon, Marquis de (1749-
1827), French mathematician and astronomer
born at Beaumont-en-Auge near Trquville
the son of a poor farmer. He studied at
Caen, and, after teaching mathematics, went
to Paris and, as professor in the Royal
Military School, became famous for his
mastery of the whole range of mathematical
science and its application to practical
astronomy. He was chosen an associate
of the Academy of Sciences in 1773 and mem-
ber in 1785. His great generalization that our
planetary system is stable bestowed upon
astronomy the * Three Laws of Laplace '.
He explained the ' secular inequalities ' in
the motions of Jupiter and Saturn. He was
the first to construct a complete theory of
the satellites of Jupiter, and his investigation

of the tidal theory was one of his greatest
achievements. He helped to establish the
Polytechnic and Normal Schools in Paris
and was president of the Bureau des lonci*
tudes. Bonaparte made him minister of the
interior, but superseded him in six weeks
In 1799 Laplace entered the senate; in 18CR
he was appointed its chancellor. A count
under the empire, he was created in 1815 a
peer, in 1817 a marquis, by Louis XVIII
Elected to the Academy in 1816, he was next
year appointed president. He published
many treatises on lunar and planetary
problems, molecular physics, electricity and
magnetism. Mdcanique celeste (1799-1825)
stands alone amongst works on mathematical
astronomy. The Systems du monde (1796)
written for non-mathematicians, is a clear
statement of all the leading astronomical
facts and theories. In a note at the end of the
later editions occurs the famous Nebular
Hypothesis. In 1784 Laplace issued his
Theorle des plane tes, and in 1812-14-20 his
Theorie analytique des probability. The last
remains a classic to algebraists. His (Euvres
completes were issued by the Academy (14
vols. 1878-1912).                                     ^
LAPPENBERG, Johann Martin (1794-1865)
German historian, born in Hamburg, was
keeper of the archives there for forty years
wrote histories of England, the Hanse towns'
Heligoland, the Steelyard in London, &c!
See Memoir by Meyer (1867).
LAPWORTH, Charles (1842-1920), British
geologist, born at Farringdon, was a school
teacher at Galashiels and did important
work in elucidating the geology of the south
of Scotland and also of the north-west
Highlands. He was professor of Geology at
Birmingham 1881-1913, wrote especially on
graptolites, and edited text-books. The term
Ordovician was introduced by him. He
became a fellow of the Royal Society in
LA RAMfiE.   See OUIDA.
LARDNER, (1) Dionysius (1793-1859), Irish
scientific writer, born in Dublin, attracted
attention by works on algebraic geometry
(1823) and the calculus (1825), but is best
known as the originator and editor of
Lardner's Cyclopaedia (132 vols. 1830-44),
followed by the historical Cabinet Library
(12 vols. 1830-32), and Museum of Science
and Art (12 vols. 1854-56). In 1840 he went
to the United States and gave lectures there
until in 1845 he went to Paris. He died in
Naples.
(2) Nathaniel (1684-1768), English Non-
conformist (ultimately Unitarian) divine and
biblical scholar, was born and died at Hawk-
hurst in Kent. See Life by Kippis prefixed
to his works (11 vols. 1788).
LARGILH&RE, Nicolas, lar-zheel-yer (1656-
1746), French portrait painter, was bora and
died in Paris, having lived for some years in
England where he was Lely's assistant. He
was one of the most popular portraitists of
his day.
LARIVEY, Pierre (c. 1550-1612), French
dramatist of Italian descent, as the introducer
of Italian-style comedy to the French stage
foreshadowed Moliere and Regnard. His
licentious Comedies facttieuses & vols.;